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   1. Overview of PDF

 



PDF stands for Portable Document Format, which is an open standard for electronic document distribution around the world. PDF is a universal file format capable of saving all fonts, formatting, colors, and graphics of any source document, regardless of the application and platform used to create the document. It has now become a de facto industry standard for digital information.

 



History: The PDF format was born in the 1990s. The original intention of Adobe's design of the PDF file format is to support cross-platform, multimedia-integrated information publishing and publishing, especially to provide support for network information publishing.



 


	

	 

 

To achieve this purpose, PDF has many advantages over other electronic document formats. The PDF file format can encapsulate text, fonts, formats, colors, and graphic images independent of device and resolution in a single file. This format file can also contain electronic information such as hypertext links, sounds and moving images, supports special files, and has high integration and security reliability.

 



	
		The PDF format comes from Adobe, its products include Photoshop / Coreldraw / Illustrator...


 

	
		The PDF format was born in the 1990s, but its design concept far exceeded the average level of the time


 

	
		PDF format, now one of the ISO (International Organization for Standardization) standards


 

In my study and work practice, PDF is currently the most common and applicable document format for document storage, transmission, and subsequent operations.

 



2. Advantages of PDF format files



 


	

	 

 

The biggest advantage of the PDF format file is to encapsulate all the content in the document (including text, format, graphics, color and other elements) to form a complete document. Because it is encapsulated, the main features of PDF format files are:





Highly restored. The PDF format file is based on the PostScript language image model, and will not be deformed or distorted due to different devices, different versions of office tools, and lack of fonts. Based on this, PDF documents are particularly suitable for viewing and printing.





When browsing, PDF file creators can add bookmarks and links to make PDF documents easier to browse. When users browse, they can directly use electronic sticky notes, scribing, highlighting, underlining or commenting and other functions to mark, which is targeted.





When printing, users of PDF format files can print out every content of the document with a high degree of integrity on any printing device, and there will be no garbled printing or loss of printing content.

 

	
		High security. The PDF format file has the encryption function, which can set the security level of the file and control the access authority. At the same time, when browsing the document, the content of the document will not be changed due to the user accidentally touching the keyboard when browsing the document.


 

	
		Easy to read. After the PDF file is generated, users can open PDF reading or editing software from any device to open and browse and print the PDF file. It will not display different effects due to different software browsing.


 

	
		Cross-platform. PDF files can be independent of software, hardware and the operating system they were created on. For example, a user can download a PDF file created by an Apple computer (Macintosh) operating system from a website under Unix operating system, and then perform operations such as browsing, editing, and printing on a Windows operating system.


 

3. Disadvantages of PDF format files



 


	

	 

 

Based on the characteristics of PDF format files, its shortcomings are also obvious:



 

1) Modification is not convenient. PDF format files avoid unintentional modification, but at the same time prevent normal modification. The user cannot edit or modify the content of the PDF file when browsing the document using the PDF reading software. If you need to modify it, you need to download PDF professional editing software. Generally speaking, you need to spend money to buy the advanced version. In summary, the software cost is high.

 



2) Reverse conversion is difficult. PDF format files can be converted from various software (direct scanning, office tools, design software, image transfer, etc.). However, the vast differences in the content of PDF files (scanning and non-scanning conversion, different resolution and size, etc.) make it difficult to convert PDF documents into other formats.

 



3) The editing function is not powerful enough. There are many professional PDF editing tools on the market, which can handle general editing operations, such as text, format, style, page editing, etc. For large-scale editing, you can only find the source file and use the office tool to edit it, and then convert, package, and output it as a PDF document.

 



4. PDF file usage scenarios



 

	

	 

 

Based on the characteristics of PDF format files, it is now widely applicable to various scenarios, such as:

 

	
		Transmission of official documents, upload and release of confidential documents;
	
		Report on work and study materials;
	
		Package file vector printing;
	
		Personal file, resume delivery;
	
		Submit assignments, presentations, etc.;
	
		Task summary;
	
		Flowchart output;
	
		Save scanned files;
	
		Other......





              

            

            

          

        
      
        	
            
              
             Edit PDF 
              
            

            	
                Edit PDF
            
	
                Best Ways to Remove Watermarks from PDFs October 2022
              
	
                The five best free PDF editors for iPad and iPhone in 2022
              
	
                The 6 Best Free PDF Editors for Windows 10 in October 2022
              
	
                How to edit PDF
              
	
                How to edit PDF on iphone
              
	
                How to edit PDF on Windows
              
	
                How to insert PDF files in Word
              
	
                How to edit PDF on Android
              
	
                How to edit PDF documents on iPad
              
	
                How to edit pdf text and image
              


          
	
            
              
             Merge PDF 
              
            

            	
                Merge PDF
            
	
                How To Merge PDF Documents on Windows
              
	
                How to merge PDFs 
              
	
                How to merge PDF and Word into one document
              
	
                How to merge PDFs on iphone
              
	
                How to merge PDFs on Android
              
	
                3 most popular software to merge PDF in 2022
              
	
                How to combine multiple pages in PDF into one page without affecting the quality?
              
	
                8 Most Authoritative PDF Combiner Software for 2022
              
	
                How to merge PDF files into one without affecting the quality?
              


          
	
            
              
             Split PDF 
              
            

            	
                Split PDF
            
	
                How to split a PDF file into multiple
              
	
                How to Split PDF on iPhone
              
	
                How to Split PDF on Android
              
	
                How to split pdf into pictures one by one?
              
	
                How to split one PDF file into multiple PDF files?
              
	
                How to split PDF into individual pages?
              
	
                How to split PDF files on computer?
              
	
                How to split PDF on iPhone with iLovePDF?
              
	
                How to quickly split one PDF into multiple PDFs？
              


          
	
            
              
             Convert PDF 
              
            

            	
                Convert PDF
            
	
                How to convert PDF format, this is enough!
              
	
                Convert PDF to Word
              
	
                Convert PDF to Excel
              
	
                Convert PDF to PPT
              
	
                Which is the best way to convert PDF to JPG?
              
	
                How to convert PDF files to JPG images?
              
	
                How to convert PDF files to Google Doc files?
              


          
	
            
              
             Create PDF 
              
            

            	
                Create PDF
            
	
                How to create a new PDF file
              
	
                Is there any software that can make PDF directly
              
	
                how to create pdf on iphone
              
	
                how to create PDF from picture
              
	
                How to use ipad to make batch pictures into pdf format?
              
	
                5 Free software to create PDF in 2022
              


          
	
            
              
             Read PDF 
              
            

            	
                Read PDF
            
	
                How to read PDF on iphone?
              
	
                How to read PDF on iPAD?
              
	
                How to read PDF in Kindle?
              
	
                The best PDF reader recommended for mobile
              
	
                Which one do you think is the best PDF reader for PC?
              
	
                5 Highly Recommended PDF Readers for Windows (July in 2022)
              


          
	
            
              
             PDF OCR 
              
            

            	
                PDF OCR
            
	
                What is PDF OCR？
              
	
                How I can make PDF OCR?
              
	
                How to make a PDF OCR?
              
	
                How to edit the scanned PDF?
              
	
                What is OCR? How to use OCR text recognition software?
              
	
                What is OCR
              
	
                How to use OCR function of AmindPDF?
              
	
                Best OCR Software of 2022
              
	
                Best 12 Nanonets OCR Alternatives - 2022
              


          
	
            
              
             Annotate PDF 
              
            

            	
                Annotate PDF
            
	
                How to annotate pdf on Windows?
              
	
                What is annotate PDF?
              
	
                How to annotate PDF on Andriod?
              
	
                5 Best iPad PDF Annotators in 2022
              
	
                How to annotate PDF on iphone？
              
	
                How to add annotations while reading PDF documents?
              
	
                How to highlight with PDF editor?
              
	
                How to annotate PDF files on mobile
              
	
                How to annotate PDF online?
              
	
                How to modify added PDF annotations on Windows?
              


          
	
            
              
             Organize PDF Page 
              
            

            	
                Organize PDF Page
            
	
                How to organize PDF pages online?
              
	
                The most complete PDF page management strategy! Including move, swap, insert, delete!
              
	
                How to open a PDF file to find content based on keywords?
              
	
                How to Easily Extract Pages from PDF Files?
              


          
	
            
              
             Protect PDF 
              
            

            	
                Protect PDF
            
	
                Protect PDFs with Adobe Reader
              
	
                How to remove password protection of PDF with Foxit?
              
	
                How to protect PDF from editing?
              
	
                How to protect PDF file in Windows system?
              
	
                How to protect PDF file from coping?
              
	
                How to quickly encrypt or decrypt PDF files?
              
	
                Why do various PDF editors abide by the requirement to enter a password when opening a password-protected file?
              


          
	
            
              
             Scan to PDF 
              
            

            	
                Scan to PDF
            
	
                How to scan to PDF?
              
	
                How to scan to PDF on Andriod?
              
	
                How to scan to PDF on Mac?
              
	
                How to quickly scan paper documents to PDF files?
              


          
	
            
              
             Top PDF Software 
              
            

            	
                Top PDF Software
            
	
                9 Best Free PDF Editors for Windows | 2022 Update
              
	
                Top 6 Free PDF Creators ( August in 2022)
              
	
                Top 6 Free PDF Creators ( August in 2022)
              
	
                In 2022, the 6 most worthwhile PDF readers for Android phones to download, simple and practical!
              
	
                Which PDF converters are free (Free software recommendation)
              
	
                What is the best PDF editor for windows 
              
	
                Best PDF Merge Software to Merge PDF Files in 2022
              
	
                What is a good pdf reader for PC
              
	
                Top 4 free softwares to manage PDF files in 2022
              
	
                Top 5 best free PDF OCR software for 2022
              


          
	
            
              
             PDF News 
              
            

            	
                PDF News
            
	
                What is electronic signature? What is the difference between digital signature and electronic signature
              
	
                Is AmindPDF safe?
              
	
                Editing of files in PDF format is difficult. Compared with DOCX format, what is the significance of its existence?
              
	
                What is the difference between PDF and OFD?
              
	
                PDF - Getting Started
              
	
                Why do many people choose to use PDF (resume, information and other documents)?
              
	
                Are there any charges for PDF editing software now?
              
	
                What are the differences between the subsets in the PDF standard and what are they used for?
              
	
                What is the difference between the original PDF and the scanned PDF
              
	
                How did PDF files become popular?
              


          


        
        

      



    

        
        
          
            Previous：What is the difference between PDF and OFD? 
          

          
            Previous：Why do many people choose to use PDF (resume, information and other documents)? 
          

        

        
        


  This article was published in  PDF Editor    blog








  Start editing PDF documents easily

  Different terminal devices/systems with the same document processing capability



  
    
       
    

    
      AmindPDF

      Windows
   
    

    
    Download    
    

  


  
    
       
    

    
      AmindPDF

      IOS
   
    

    
     Download    
    

  


  
    
       
    

    
      AmindPDF

      Android
   
    

    
       Download
    

  






    
  
    
      PDF Editor > Blog > PDF News > 
    

  

    
    
    
      Related Articles

	 How To Merge PDF Documents on Windows 
	 Best Ways to Remove Watermarks from PDFs October 2022 
	 9 Best Free PDF Editors for Windows | 2022 Update 
	 The five best free PDF editors for iPad and iPhone in 2022 
	 The 6 Best Free PDF Editors for Windows 10 in October 2022 
	 Top 6 Free PDF Creators ( August in 2022) 
	 Top 6 Free PDF Creators ( August in 2022) 
	 Protect PDFs with Adobe Reader 
	 In 2022, the 6 most worthwhile PDF readers for Android phones to download, simple and practical! 
	 Which PDF converters are free (Free software recommendation) 



    
    
    
      Other popular Topics From AmindPDF Edit

      
      
          
          
          
            AmindPDF Edit

            How To Merge PDF Documents on Windows

            sWrite an article about how to merge PDFs in the October 2022. This will be a comprehensive guide tha...

          

          
        


          
          
          
            AmindPDF Edit

            Best Ways to Remove Watermarks from PDFs October 2022

            Robust Ways to Remove Watermark from PDFWrite an article about how there are robust ways to remove wa...

          

          
        


          
          
          
            AmindPDF Edit

            9 Best Free PDF Editors for Windows | 2022 Update

            an article about the best PDF editors for Windows 10. PDF editors are a necessary part of any compute...

          

          
        


      

 
      
            
           
           
          
            AmindPDF Edit

            Why is everyone&#039;s understanding of the PDF format still just a read-only

            1. Can PDFs be edited ? Yes. But the editability of PDFs is much worse than that of common document f...

          

          
        


           
           
          
            AmindPDF Edit

            The 6 Best Free PDF Editors for Windows 10 in October 2022

            Picking the best free PDF editor can be a tough task. There are many factors to consider, such as fea...

          

          
        


           
           
          
            AmindPDF Edit

            How to protect PDF file from coping?

            Many companiesoften have some important files that they do not want to be copied . Especially, many u...

          

          
        


        
      

    

    
    
    
    

  

 
 
 
    
     

     
 
